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Requirements for Membership

Work Requirements

· Members of Artists’ Own, Inc work in a cooperative relationship. Each member must serve on at least one of the committees overseeing store operations [Finance, Display, MAP (Membership, Accountability and Personnel) and Marketing]. Members are responsible for all aspects of the retail operation, as we have no ‘hired help.’

· Each member must handle retail operations in the store for between 14-20 days per year. This includes handling all customer contact, recording sales clearly and accurately, communicating with other artists in the group, and providing store maintenance.  Committees meet in addition to the retail workdays to provide for the full functioning of our operation. We also have multiple ‘special events’ each year that will require extra volunteer effort at these times (e.g. additional work time, providing refreshments, helping with post event clean-up.) 

· Basic computer skills are necessary.  Most of our communication, reports, and meeting minutes and agendas are sent out by email using attachment.  

Our By-laws and Operational Guidelines are available upon request.

Financial Requirements

· Once a member joins the cooperative, he/she pays an annual membership fee. The fee is currently averaging around $650. Along with the annual membership fee, a commission of 13% is collected on all sales and is used to cover operating costs.  These fees are set up to cover the cost of rent, utilities and one reserved parking space (for the use of the shopkeeper of the day).  The Treasurer keeps all financial records and is responsible for paying the artists monthly.  The Treasurer is exempt from regular 15-20 shop days working requirement.

Inventory

· Each artist will have the opportunity to make suggestions to the Display Committee with regards to the best display for his or her work.  The Display Committee is ultimately responsible for all decisions regarding display. Members are encouraged to maintain an inventory of recent work such that sold work may be immediately replaced by Display.

